
Chapter 26 Terms 
 
The White Man’s Burden: 
"The White Man's Burden" is a poem by the English poet Rudyard Kipling that was first published in 1899 in 
McClure’s. Originally written for Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, he changed his writing to reflect the American 
colonization of the Philippines, which had been taken from Spain after the Spanish-American War. The writing is 
about white men’s duty to colonize and rule other races for their benefit, as they were seen as inferior. Imperialists 
in the United States of America took the phrase "white man's burden" to justify imperialism in the early twentieth 
century. "The White Man's Burden" is important because it justified and even led to increased imperialism and the 
conquering of “inferior” races and was a reflection on the feelings between races. The idea was that Europeans 
would “civilize” other peoples by destroying important aspects of their culture. 
 
Suez Canal: 
The Suez Canal, located in Egypt, is a 101 mile long canal that connects the Mediterranean Sea with the Gulf of 
Suez that opened in November of 1869. The first modern attempts to build a canal in this area were in the late 
eighteenth century by Napoleon Bonaparte as a way to cause the British problems; however, a miscalculation led 
them to believe that such a canal was impossible. Another attempt took place in the mid-nineteenth century by 
Ferdinand de Lesseps. In 1858 the Universal Suez Ship Canal Company was formed and allowed to build the canal 
and operate it for 99 years, and after that, the Egyptian government would take over control of the canal. 
Construction of the Suez Canal officially began on April 25, 1859 and it opened ten years later. The Suez Canal had 
a significant impact on world trade, as goods were moved around the world quickly. In 1875 debt forced Egypt to 
sell its shares of the Suez Canal to Great Britain. However, an international convention in 1888 made the canal 
available for every nation to use. The Suez Canal is important because it gave the British a lifeline to India, their 
“crown jewel” of the British Empire. It was the reason that Egypt was conquered and also increased worldwide 
trade. 
 
British Opium Trade: 
The British opium trade developed in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Britain and other European nations 
used the opium trade because of the trade imbalance with China that forced them to buy Chinese goods with gold 
and/or silver. Britain had hoped to profit more from China, a nation that was isolated and did not consume many 
Western products; one exception, however, was opium that was legally grown in India by the British. The British 
used their earnings to purchase goods like porcelain, silk, and tea, which were of great demand in the West. As 
opium became more and more prevalent, the Chinese government attempted to arrest dealers. Eventually the 
Opium Wars broke out, with Britain being the victor. The opium trade is important because it set up China for its 
downfall and also led to Hong Kong coming under British control. The forced opening of China to the west began to 
occur, as some cities were opened to the west. The British obsession with fixing the imbalance of trade between 
tea and silver was also symbolized by this. 
 
Treaty of Nanking: 
The Treaty of Nanking was signed in 1842 between Henry Pottinger and representatives Qiying, Yilibu, and Niujian. 
This unequal treaty was signed in order to end the First Opium War. As part of this treaty, China was forced to 
cede Hong Kong to Britain, pay an indemnity of $100 million, and open up four large cities to trade, with not large 
tariffs. The Treaty of Nanking is important because it forced China to trade with the West as cities were opened up 
to Europeans and forced Hong Kong under British control. It also symbolized the start of the British “sphere of 
influence” over China. 

 


