
Chapter 29 
 
Modern Totalitarianism: 
Totalitarianism is a form of radical dictatorship that emerged in the Soviet Union, Germany, and Italy in 
the mid-twentieth century. The state controls everything in private and public life and this represents a 
radical revolt against liberalism. Modern totalitarianism, focusing on those who engage in politics, was a 
permanent revolution where rapid change occurred. In order to have total control, a state will use 
propaganda, technology, and even terror to meet its goals. These societies are dominated by one single 
party and leader, such as the Communist Party and Stalin in Russia and the Nazi Party and Hitler in 
Germany. Those in charge also have a secret police to enforce the demands of the state while media 
allowed in the state typically broadcasts propaganda. Modern totalitarianism is important because this 
new controlling form of government is a response to classic liberalism and showed that difficult times 
could lead to radical forms of government. 
 
Hitler’s Final Solution: 
Hitler’s final solution to the Jewish problem was a plan to exterminate Jews and other targeted 
minorities in areas controlled by Germany beginning in 1941. Jews were captured, enslaved, and 
executed during this time. As those in charge realized that they weren’t killing families as fast as they’d 
hoped, death camps began to emerge. At these death camps, including Treblinka and Auschwitz in 
Poland, millions faced horrible conditions, and in many cases ended their lives in the German gas 
chambers. Hitler’s final solution is important because it is symbolic of the hatred Hitler and the Nazis 
had towards Jews and it also led to the creation of Israel as a place for Jews to live; this led to further 
problems even present today. 
 
Fascism: 
Fascism is a far-right form of government similar in some cases to totalitarianism found in Italy and 
Germany after WWI. This mid-twentieth century form of government, created by Mussolini and later 
used in a totalitarian fashion by Hitler, is a response to both communism and classic liberalism. The first 
fascists in Italy wished to create a totalitarian state; however, the Germans were the individuals to 
actually do this just a short time later. Instead, Mussolini’s dictatorship was a mix of conservative 
authoritarianism and dynamic totalitarianism. Fascism in Spain under Francisco Franco began after the 
Spanish Civil War as well; however, it never was completely totalitarian. Fascism itself is characterized 
by the fact that most aspects of life are controlled by the state; organized violence ensures this policy 
stays intact and that the dictator remains in power. Human rights are disregarded and religion 
intertwines with government as education is attacked. Mass media and propaganda is also common and 
workers’ rights are taken away as well. Under fascism, people are only for the state and its benefit. 
Fascism is important because it was a new radical government similar to totalitarianism (and was 
totalitarian, in Hitler’s Nazi Germany) and emerged as a response to communism and classic liberalism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Munich Conference: 
The Munich Conference was necessary after Hitler expressed interest in taking over the Sudetenland in 
the mid-twentieth century. To try to avoid war and maintain relative peace, Britain and France (without 
the Soviet Union) sent British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain to negotiate with the Germans. 
Chamberlain and the French agreed that the Sudetenland should be taken by Germany in order to avoid 
a war they were not prepared for. Czechoslovakia eventually gave in and gave up the Sudetenland; 
however, peace was not long-kept as Czech lands were soon occupied. The Munich Conference is 
important because it is a symbol of appeasement and due to the outcome would no longer give in to an 
aggressor, as Hitler was given the Sudetenland but went against his promise. Stalin also began to 
distrust the west more since he was uninvited to the talks. 
 
Nazi-Soviet Pact: 
The Nazi-Soviet Pact, sometimes known as the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact, was a non-aggression pact 
between the fascist Hitler and communist Stalin in August of 1939. This pact was a promise not to go to 
war with each other and also secretly promised to split Poland between Russia and Germany. At the 
time of the pact, Stalin had also been talking with the Allies but his distrust of them led to him signing 
the agreement with Germany. He signed this pact in order to keep peace long enough to build up his 
own army against Hitler. After the pact was signed, Poland was attacked by the two nations. The Nazi-
Soviet pact ended in 1941 after the Germans attempted to invade the Soviet Union. The Nazi-Soviet pact 
is important because it led to Hitler invading Poland since he did not have to worry immediately about 
Russia getting involved. This prevention of a two-front war would not last long, however, as Hitler 
decided to invade Russia and break the treaty. 
 
Battle of Stalingrad: 
The Battle of Stalingrad occurred during WWII in the 1940s in the town of the same name. A symbolic 
place because it was named after the communist dictator Stalin, Hitler’s German soldiers advanced on 
Russia. After a long, difficult battle that resulted in two million casualties, the Soviet Union was 
successful in defending the city. The Germany army was crushed, with Hitler forcing them to hold their 
ground as the harsh winter took its toll on the underprepared Germans. The Battle of Stalingrad is 
important because it is one of the bloodiest battles to date and was the turning point in the war. The 
Allies now had a chance to win the war against fascism. 


