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Meaning 
The Babylonian Captivity is referring to 

the time period when the papal enclave 
was absent from Rome ( referring to the 
Avignon Papacy) 
 

Called the “Babylonian Captivity” to 
make reference to the ancient Hebrews 
and their captivity in Mesopotamian 
Babylon 
 

 



Background 
A period from 1309 to 1377 

 7 successive popes resided in Avignon, 

France rather than in Rome 

 Strong conflict between the Pope and the 

Holy Roman Emperor over which one of 

them was the leader when it came to 

secular matters 

• They would fight over land, policies, and control 

 

 



Beginning 
 The period begins with Pope Clement 

V(elected in 1305) 

Philip the Fair of France pressures Pope 

Clement to relocate the papal residence to 

an area called Avignon (south eastern 

France), so that he could control the church 

and its policies 

• ( About 70 years) 

 

 



 



Problems 
 Many felt the church was focused on policies more 

than it was focused on spiritual matters 

 Many Christians were opposed to the papacy’s 

distance from its roots in Rome 

 Rome became too poor over the absence of the 

pope and the tourist trade 

 Pope Gregory XI returned the papacy to Rome in 

1377, but died shortly after 

 This led to… 



…The Great Schism 
 1378 -1417 

 The College of Cardinals felt great pressure to elect 

an Italian to be the next Pope 

 They elect Pope Urban VI in 1378 

 Pope Urban planned to reform the church of its 

abuses 

 Brought the papal seat back to Rome 

 While Urban had good intentions, he went about it 

the wrong way (by threatening many people) 



More Problems… 
 Pope Urban’s actions brought disaster as many 

French cardinals disputed his legitimacy as Pope 

 They then elected Pope Clement VII, a relative of 

King Charles V of France who would live in Avignon 

 There are now 2 popes, hence “The Great Schism”-

or division (Illegitimate pope = Antipope) 

 Many countries through there support for one 

country or another based on political motivations 

 The schism weakened the faith of many Christians, 

and caused them to question the church 

 



The Conciliar Movement 
The schism of the Catholic Church led 

many Christians to question its 

authority 

Many called for reform in the church 

The conciliarists believed that the Pope 

should gain his political power from the 

people, not from a king (democratic 

thought) 
 



Results of the Schism 
Papacy lost most of its direct political 

power 

Nation states of France and England 

were established as two of the main 

powers in Europe 

Establishment of church councils 

• (with the power to decide over the 

position of Pope) 
 

 


