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Mercantilism: 
Mercantilism was a policy used first by the Spanish monarchy in the early sixteenth century. The Spanish and other European 

powers like the Dutch and English used their colonies for financial gain. Raw materials were generally sent from the colony to 

the mother country and in return the mother country sent manufactured goods to the colonies. Mercantilism was used to give 

wealth to the European powers, sometimes at the expense of the colony; one prime example can be seen with the American 

colonies and Britain. Nations like Portugal also discouraged their colonies (in Portugal's case, Brazil) from competing with the 

mother country's industry. Mercantilism is important because it gave wealth to the European powers and it led to conflicts 

between them later on, including the Anglo-Dutch Wars and the Seven Years’ War. Mercantilism was also important because it 

was a motive for colonization. 

 

Elizabeth I: 
Elizabeth I was the ruler of England during the mid-late sixteenth century. She ruled after the death of her half-sister Mary, who 

had been a strong Catholic. Elizabeth herself was a middle course between the Catholic and Protestant extremes in England. 

Under her the Act of Uniformity passed, leading to the Elizabethan Settlement that required outward conformity to the Church of 

England and instilled a small fine for those who did not attend church. It also set the order of prayers used in the Book of 

Common Prayer. Many great works, including Shakespeare, occurred during her time as well. She is notable for her navy’s 

defeat of Philip II’s Spanish Armada in 1588, an impressive victory and considered one of the most important naval battles in 

history. Elizabeth never married, despite having many suitors. She is important because she showed that women could rule just as 

effectively as men. Her time as queen was marked by political and religious stability and led England on a path to success. 

 

Huguenots: 
Huguenots, French Protestants of the mid-sixteenth century who were present coming out of the Hapsburg-Valois Wars, were of 

the Calvinist faith and were met with great opposition. Many nobles had converted to Calvinism in order to show their 

independence; this ended up dividing France religiously between Huguenots and Catholics. These zealot Calvinists caused 

problems and lead to much turmoil and events like the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre and the War of the Three Henrys. In 

1598 the Edict of Nantes, signed by Henry of Navarre, also known as Henry IV, gave Huguenots some freedoms in 150 towns 

such as La Rochelle. The Huguenots were important because they were a symbol of a noble’s independence and divided France 

religiously. 

 

Thirty Years’ War: 
The Thirty Years’ War began in Bohemia in 1617 after Ferdinand of Styria closed some Protestant churches and was the result of 

problems between the Lutherans and their Protestant Union and the Catholics and their Catholic League. In 1618 Protestants 

tossed two Catholic officials out a castle window in Prague, where they fell seventy feet but survived; the Catholics claimed 

angels had saved them while the Protestants claimed that they had merely fallen into a large pile of horse manure. Called the 

“defenestration of Prague,” this event marked the beginnings of war. The war is divided into four phases, the first being the 

Bohemian phase in which Frederick and Ferdinand fought over Bohemia’s religion and this led to Bohemia being Catholic. The 

second phase, the Danish phase, saw more victories for the Catholics but also saw a split in the Catholic forces. The third phase, 

known as the Swedish phase, saw the participation of King Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden and marked the end of the Habsburg 

goal of a stronger unified German state. The fourth and final phase, the French phase, saw the destruction of many German areas, 

which had a lasting impact. The war finally ended with the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. The Thirty Years’ War is important 

because it was a disaster for Germany that led to many deaths and hindered Germany once again from being unified. It also 

showed the problems with the Peace of Augsburg, as it had not included the Calvinist faith. 

 

Peace of Westphalia: 
The Peace of Westphalia were treaties signed at Osnabrück and Münster that ended the conflict known as the Thirty Years’ War 

in 1648. With these treaties, German princes got their independence and allowed them to make their own decisions. The area was 

still divided between a Protestant north and Catholic south, but now Calvinism was recognized as a religion as well. The 

Netherlands also got its independence while France gained power and Sweden gained wealth. The papacy was also denied the 

right to participate in the religious affairs of Germany. The Peace of Westphalia is important because it recognized Calvinism and 

divided Germany further, hindering its unification. The influence of both the pope and the Holy Roman Emperor were 

diminished in this area as well. 

 

Edict of Nantes: 
The Edict of Nantes was signed in 1598 by Henry IV of France and gave French Huguenots liberty of conscience and the liberty 

of worship in 150 fortified towns, including La Rochelle. Before this, problems had brewed between Catholics and Huguenots 

and had led to conflicts like the Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre and the War of the Three Henrys. The Edict of Nantes is 

important because it stopped the religious issue in France and ensured that France would not be divided like the Holy Roman 

Empire had been. By restoring internal peace in France, the Edict of Nantes also paved the way for French absolutism.  


