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 Aka German Customs Union 

 Coalition of German states formed to manage 
tariffs and economic policies within their 
territories 

 Goods move between member states w/out tariffs 
and single uniform tariff against other nations 

 Organized by 1833 Zollverein treaties, created in 
1834 

 Foundations of it from 1818 w/ custom unions 
among German states 

 1866- included most of German states 

 W/ creation of it, marked 1st time in history where 
independent states had created a economic union 
without creating a political federation or union 



 Prussia under Frederick William III 

 wants a customs union 
◦ Austria not a part of Zollverein as they highly 

protected industry there 

◦ Also Prince von Metternich was against idea 

◦ Showed Austro-Prussian rivalry for Central Europe 
(HRE) 

 



 By 1790s in HRE in Central Europe 
◦ 1,800 customs barriers-due to various German states 

◦ In Prussian state-67 local customs and tariffs and 
customs borders 

◦ At each stop, shipment inspected and taxed 

 Slowed shipment, reduced profit, increased price 

 VERY DESTRUCTIVE TO TRADE! 

In general, wanted a single toll type of system however 
Prussian goals seen in development of Zollverein: 

1. Political tools to eliminate Austrian influence in Germany 

2. Improve economies of states 

3. Strengthen Germany against potential French aggression 
and reduce economic independence of smaller states 

 

 



 France defeats 2nd coalition-Russia, Austra, 
HRE forces 
◦ Annexes territories up to Rhine  

◦ Now is consolidation of tiny states in Germany in 
1803- Principal Conclusion of the Extraordinary 
Imperial Delegation- HRE rearranges central Europe 

◦ HRE finally dissolved in 1806 



 The Confederation of the Rhine- by Napoleon 
◦ To establish economic control in European trade 
Continental System offers unified effort to domestic 

market for Euro goods 
Main purpose is militaristic not economic 

Napoleon wants trade embargo again British goods to wreck 
their economy 

 Backfires: almost destroys central Europe’s economy 

 Taxes and tolls don’t help either- state’s main source of $ 

 Congress of Vienna (1814-15) 
Remap Europe and get Confederation Diet 
 Joseph Görres and Freiherr von Stein call for abolition of 

domestic tolls and creation of German tariff on imports 

Get mandate from Vienna Congress- est. German 
Confederation but didn’t deal with economic issues-trade and 
transport questioned resolved at later date 

 



 In Prussia and states of Hesse- Nassau, Hesse-
Darmstadlt, Baden, Bavaria and others the toll 
system in modernized 
◦ Confederation of Rhine removal of customs barriers shows 

how it could be done 

 Count von Bülow in 1813 modeled Prussian 
customs statutes like Confederation 

 1818- goods coming out of Prussia and leaving it 
were charged a high tariff but moved freely within 
Prussia 

 Need for it greatly increases due to Britians severe 
economy issues which worsens problems in 
Germany  

 



 Cements economic ties between Prussian and 
Hohenzollern territories 

 Formed to remove various obstacles to economic 
exchange and to grow new commercial class 
◦ Creates national unity in economics even as Germany is 

divided 

 Domestics customs hard to eliminate 
Individual state’s primary source of $ 
Restricted trade and stop industrial development in 

states 

 Formed not a one giant union initial but as many 
Zollverein treaties merge Bavaria-Württemberg Customs 

Union, Prussia-Hesse-Darmstadt Customs Union, and 
Thuringian Customs and Commerce Union into a unified 
customs union 



Date Event(s) 

1815 
Establishment of  German Confederation leaves  question of economic and customs 

authority to future negotiation. 

1818 
May 26: Prussia establishes an internal customs union throughout its state and 

Hohenzollern territories in southwestern Germany. 

1828 

-Bavaria and Württemberg form the Bavaria–Württemberg Customs Union (BWCU). 

-Prussia and the Grand Duchy of Hesse (Hesse-Darmstadt) form the Prussia–Hesse-

Darmstadt Customs Union (PHCU). The states that previously joined the Prussian 

customs system are included. 

-Treaty of Kassel, the Central German Union (CGU) is formed by central and 

northern German states  

1829 May 27: Commercial alliance between the BWCU and PHCU is formed. 

1833 
Some of the states of the CGU form the Thuringian Customs and Commerce Union 

(TCCU). 

1833 
March–May: Zollverein treaties are negotiated and concluded; the treaties act to 

merge BWCU, PHCU, and TCCU into a unified customs union. 

1834 
January 1: Zollverein treaties enter into force; the Zollervein  comes formally into 

existence. 

1838 
July 30: Dresden Coinage Convention is agreed to in order to standardize currency 

conversion within the Zollverein. 

1848–49 
1848 Revolutions. Propositions are made for a political and economic union. The 

Kleindeutschland ("Lesser Germany") solution for political unification is proposed. 

1864 
Prussia and Austria engage in a border war with Denmark over the autonomy of the 

duchies of Holstein and Schleswig. 

1866 
Austro-Prussian War, in which Austria loses its political and diplomatic influence in 

the German Confederation. 

1867 The Zollverein is reconstituted. 

1871 The German Empire is formed. 
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 Friedrich List (1789-1846) 

 German journalist and thinker 

 Wanted high protective tariff 
◦ encourages infant industries 

◦ allows them to develop and hold 
own against British 

 Denounces free trade 

 His economic nationalism 
popular in Germany 



 Zollverein set up groundwork for unification of 
Germany under Prussian dominance 
◦ Economic dominance of Prussia made unification 

inevitable- not Otto von Bismarck (engineered wars that 
helped unify states) 

 W/ creation of it, marked 1st time in history where 
independent states had created a economic union 
without creating a political federation or union 

 Created larger market for German made goods 
 Promoted commercial unification due to economic 

unification 
 Protected German industry- limited trade and 

commercial barriers between states but upheld 
barriers with outsiders 

 United Germans up until the founding of the German 
Empire in 1871-then gained control of customs union 

 


